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Restaurant

SUBU

Designer : Johannese Torpe

A glowing arch defines the space
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A : Full view of the main dining area viewed across the void
B, C : Private dining area

An extraordinary effect created by the
lighting effect

On Financial Street in Beijing, the concept
restaurant SUBU opened its doors. Danish
designer Johannes Torpe was responsible for
the futuristic interior space design.

The latest venue rolled out by the South Beauty
Group, the people behind the Lan Club designed
by Phillipe Starck, SUBU finds its home on

the fourth floor of the upscale Season’s Place
Shopping Center. Finding inspiration in Stanley
Kubrick's 2001: A Space Odyssey, the restaurant
concept espoused a simpler and edgier design
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compared to Lan. Torpe not only designed the
overall concept, but also the furniture, music,
lighting, utensils, uniforms, and even the service
style for the waiting staff. For example, he
viewed the overly staffed condition of typical
Chinese restaurants as a problem, and had
waiters at SUBU stay a certain distance away
from diners until called upon. The white, flowing
arches with neon-colored lights create a feeling
of intimacy for the high-ceilinged restaurant and
change to orange when the light is turned on
The orange is a seductive color in the restaurant
whose main palette is white, and the lighting

effect creates an extraordinary effect.

Within the restaurant space are 14 mystical
cubes. Torpe designed these as private rooms,
as Chinese patrons often seek privacy in dining.
These booths, named “cocoons” by Torpe,
feature fiber optic-like chandeliers and orchid
displays surrounded by neon-colored felt or black
fur walls.

The pure white color and irregular shapes
invoke a futuristic flair, however the soft lines
and lighting serve to provide warmth to the
otherwise cold tones. (Yasuhiko Taguchi)
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SUBU (#7)

Designer : Johannese Torpe

Design firm : Johannese Torpe Studios

Location (Fi#E#) : 2 Jinchengfang Street, Xidam /
Financial Street, 4F / Seasons Place, West Side, Beijing
Total area (FRETH) : 1,550 m*

Completion ($%T) : Dac. 2007

Client (234 7> k) : South Beauty Group

Main materials (E%#1¥)

Fiberglass, Aluminum space frame, Tubular steel
Epoxy, Carpaint and a lot of fabric
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Interior view of one of the private
dinings

Counter seats viewed from the main

dining
Wash basin of the bathroom
View from the private dining area
corridor

| BENING

Lo
NISHIMURA

Designer : William Lim

A fusion of sculpture and space design
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Article by Yasuhiko Taguchi, Photo by Eddie Siu

An elegant plywood feel

Opening on the second floor of the Shangri-

La Hotel in Beijing, the 103-seat Japanese
restaurant Nishimura features a natural garden
theme. The theme is expressed in the interior
design by making use of the subtlety of natural
materials, such as the locally-sourced wood,
stone slabs, rocks, pebbles, sand, bamboo, and
twigs.

Departing from the traditional view of art
hanging on walls or sitting on floors, three large
artworks integrate themselves into the interior.
One of them, consisting of two oblong shapes
scooped out of the wall surface between the
main dining area and sushi bar, is comprised of
some 1000 plywood sheets with the elliptical
shape carved out using hand tocls

The private dining area boasts a hemispherical
objet d'art affixed to a glass surface. Meanwhile,
curved plywood forms an undulating design for
the sushi counter.

(Yasuhiko Taguchi)



